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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that 

the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please 

fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering 

plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the 

words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of 

the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through 

the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small 

Catechism on pages 286-293. 

 

 

We tend to think of mission work as being “over there,” something done in a far-away place. 

But mission work isn’t just “over there”; it’s also right before us. If we have seen the grace of 

God, we will serve as witnesses for Christ. And we don’t need to cross the ocean to share the 

gospel. We can simply cross the street. God will provide one opportunity after another to serve 

as the witnesses Jesus has made us to be. Let us continue to pray for and support “over there” 

mission work. But let us also give our undivided attention to the mission that God had placed 

right before each of us. 

 

Preacher: Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue 

Accompanist: Allison Sorensen 

Communion Assistants: Jeff Sibley (8:00) & Jim Plitzuweit (9:30) 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 

2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern 

Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. The Prayer of the Church is reprinted 

from Praying with the Readings… © Paul C. Stratman. Used with permission. The Closing Collect is reprinted from Now and Forever: 
Contemporary Collects…, © Paul C. Stratman. Used with permission. Artwork by Ian M. Welch, © Ian M. Welch, paramentics.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.   

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into this world to destroy 

the works of the devil and protect us poor people against such an evil foe. Uphold us in all 

affliction by your Holy Spirit so that we may have peace from such enemies and remain forever 

blessed; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 3I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day 

I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may 

be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother 

Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

 6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. 7For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, 

love and self-discipline. 8So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 

prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9He has saved us 

and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 

purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10but it 

has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 

death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27When 

Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time 

this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw 

Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with 

me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29For Jesus had commanded 

the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was 

chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by 

the demon into solitary places. 

 30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

 “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged Jesus 

repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

 32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let 

them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33When the demons came out of the man, 

they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was 

drowned. 

 34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in 

the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had happened. When they 

came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, 

dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people 

how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37Then all the people of the region of the 

Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the 

boat and left. 

 38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him 

away, saying, 39“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went 

away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

God, you invite us to pray and promise to listen. We come to you in prayer by night and day.  

We cry out to you with our mouths; your praise is on our tongues.  

  



 

You chose and called us by your purpose and grace. Help us endure all things. Increase our 

faith. Make us sincere in word and action. Fill us with your power and wisdom. 

We cry out to you with our mouths; your praise is on our tongues.  

  

Open spiritually blind eyes and deaf ears to the truth of your Word. Open our lips to tell what 

you have done for us. Let the sound of your praise be heard. 

We cry out to you with our mouths; your praise is on our tongues.  

  

Strengthen those who are oppressed and tempted by the devil. Keep them steadfast in your 

Word and confident in faith. Send your holy angels to protect them that the wicked foe may 

have no power over them.  

We cry out to you with our mouths; your praise is on our tongues.  

  

Give the members of your Church boldness as they hold on to your teaching, confess you and 

the truths of your Word, and show themselves to be your holy people. 

We cry out to you with our mouths; your praise is on our tongues.  

  

As your Son once drove out demons, show your power and love by helping and healing those 

who are oppressed by temptation, trouble or illness. Give them deliverance, relief and healing 

that they may serve you with joy and declare your praise. 

We cry out to you with our mouths; your praise is on our tongues.  

  

Eternal Lord, mighty God, you sent your Son to crush the head of the serpent and to destroy the 

works of the devil. With your almighty arm defend us. Do not let Satan deceive your people or 

let him have any power over us, since you love and defend us, our unconquerable God and 

Lord, praised forever. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Lord and Savior, your enemies cringe before you. Defend us from every evil, from Satan and all 

his temptations, and surround us with your power, that we may live boldly as your holy people 

because of your purpose and grace; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


